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FEBRUARY, 1887. 


THE 
Tux new year opened with assurances of peace from the authoritative spokesmen of 


little later in the month the language 


an instability 
arise that may 
grateful that oar 
Barmah, there are no warlike operations in which we are engaged 
any part of our vast empire. The Almighty has given us rest that we 
may serve Him with gladness and gratefully acknowledge His protecting power. 


As the time draws near when the Queen will have completed the fiftieth year of 


serve as & focus and centre of work and influence in connexion with the Church of 
England, was put some months ago before the public, and though greeted with some 
ailverse criticiem, it has, nevertheless, obtained mach substantial support. The 
 Wesleyans, it is understood, contemplate erecting « new building on a site secured 
on the Thames Embankment, which will serve s similer purpose for their own body. 
Probably other enterprises will soon come into public view in connexion with the 
vccasion. Certainly, it would be « graceful and excellent way of marking our 
gratitade to God for all the goodness He has shown towards our Sovereign, and to us, 
through her, to make the present year remarkable for the greatness of its ander- 
takings in extending the cause of the Savioar’s kmgdom. The jubilee of the Jews 
broaght release to every slave, and we could not do better than iaitiate larger 
measures for the deliverance of those multitudes at our own doors who are held in 


all the Continental Powers. In spite of the anxieties connected with the position of 
. “that the relations of the various 
conflict with France. It is recognized 
| 
| 
her reign, the interest in the event naturally manifests itself more strongly. The | 
various charches have been considering how they may best signalize the occasion by | 
means of some enterprise that will prove of permanent value as well as serve as « 
memorial of the Jubilee year. The idea of erecting » Church House, which should 
plishing something in this direction, it would make it « memorable and happy year. : 
Without discussing the question of fhe Imperial Institute, we may note 
it as one of the features of the time for ‘we ought to be sincerely grate- | 
ful, that the bends of friendly feeling ere. drawn more and more close be- 
tween the mother country and the vast array of her colonies and dependencier, In | 
| 
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Beptist Mission-house afforded a further proof of the sympathy which has begun to 


manifest itself strongly between these two bodies of Christians. For more than s 
century the two Boards ‘heve bem im the: habit holding “their stated 


call to go forth mto the highways and hedges, and imto the streets and lanes of the 


meetings, and yet this was the first occasion when 2 jointmecting was held of « 
purely fraternal character. The evening was principally taken up with the reading 
of a paper on “ Denominationa)em,” by ‘Professor Redford ; bet Dr. Parker, Dr. 


; city, that the great feast may be furnished with guests. i t 

The jomt meeting of the Congregational Board and the Baptist Board at the § 

i 
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Allon, Dr. Aingns, and other apeakers, touk part in the discussion that followed. 
4 The Rev.:@ Booth drew attention point of considerable precticn! 
‘ im portance, when he apole of the likelihood of arrangements being made to prevent 
| unseemly rivairy between the two denominations in villages. This ie a matier which 
has been disoussed more than once of late, and there can be no doubt that the caase 
. of religion has eaffered from a needicss maltiplication of apparently antagonistic 
agencies. A friendly arrangement between Christians of different name in the 
carrying on of evangelistic work would furnish a palpeble proof that their aim was 
of a sect, but the salvation of the people. 
ing of the Mvraugelical clergy took place at Islington, 
room for apprehension that the death of the 
led ‘to its Giscontiquance. The Rev. H. W. Webb-Peploe 
of endesvouring to prevent sach an occurrence, an:! 
ested, by those fiends with whom ‘Mr. Webb-Peploe took 
pat in motion, the Rev. W. H. Barlow was appointed 
himself most cordially into the movement. For up- . 
the Evangetical clergy have been accustomed to assemble 
counsel and refreshment, and ft is matter of 
that the custom instituted by the late Mr. Wilson will 
among the religious meetings of the year. 
widespread impression of a { 
ic by the sudden and 
particulars of his political 
a Obristian country, we feel 
mn that the departed statesman 
blemished reputation, and ma 
baracter that men of all shades 
ited in paying offerings of the 
Men in high place, and such : 
have sometimes exercised a d | 
nation through the faults of t . 
with a Court, the infleence 
healthfal during the protracted 
: received favour from Him who 
of 1 in ilustrions place have also 
ot The lives of sach afé a lesson | 
an ychind them. ‘The sudden call 
| and shows how near at any moment we may be to | 
fe it behoves.us to be always ready for the solemn step that shall 
the great. White Throne. 
; expélllicn under ‘the of 
2 is one in which we are bound to take s deep interest, both for the 
and of ‘the ‘Gospel. The ‘deeply-lemented “General Gordon 
¢ destroy the odious end crud slave trade which has-of inte 
extended in Africa, and is carrying _depopalation 
officer far ‘away tothe south, towards the sources of ‘the ‘Nile 
bg a heroic » eo that Of his great commander, thet officer has 3 
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country ; but, on the other hand, the population of the sister island has diminished 
so much that more has been lost than has been gained, when they are taken together 
into view. While this may tend to allay the fears of some, we are bound to express 


moment, it is that country that lies so near, and which is so full of suffering and 
distraction. 
The visit of Joseph Rabbinowitch brings home to our minds the wonderfal Jewish 
| movement that has taken place of late years in Bessarabia aad Eastern Russis. 


 widuals, bat as a people. Hitherto a few handfuls have been gathered oat of Israel 
and incorporated into the Gentile Christian charches. May we not be entering 
en 8 period when Hebrew Christianity will become a recognized fact? The Jews 
have been preserved a distinct people for nineteen centuries, in spite of every effort 
to destroy their nationality. May we not judge that they will still continue « 
separate people as regards their family characteristics, while yet one in Christ with 
all the other churches that confess that blessed Name? Rabbinowitch said to a 
friend that he first’ came to regard Jesus as the man of compassionate heart ; then, 
as the great benefactor of the Jewish people; but, lastly, as none other than the 
Son of God. The circulation of the Hebrew New Testament among the Jews is 
beginning to bear blessed fruit, which, ‘we trast, is only the promise of = vast 


Our good friend, M. Leon Pilatte; appears to us to afflict his soul when there 
| is no occasion for it, In our last issue we quoted an extract from a letter 

appeared im the Times, and oar friend has taken this sorely to heart. 
, | is trae that the Times’ Correspondent says, in the course of his observations, tha 


the Free Ohurch (L’Egliee Libre) “is too small and weak to make the attempt” 


of proselytising France, Any one, however, who attends to the scope. of. our 
: paragraph will see that we quoted the passage expressly for the purpose of showing 
_ how ‘‘ honest efforts to do the Lord’s work win recognition in unexpected quarters.” 


McAll Mission was the only point to which we called the attentise of our readers, 


The time appears to be drawing near when Jews shall be converted, not as indi- 


ar ‘The testimony borne by « writer in @ secular journal to the success of the 


36 

establishing order and government in his province, which lies north of Fi 

ond chat tn, the of Go’ ‘to carry to him 

relief and deliverance, Those Arabs have extended their power to the Congo, asd Lz 

have swept down on the settlement st Stanley Falls. The cause of civilization and $ 
of missions is trembling st present in the balance It is evident that mach will 

beneficent sway of the blessed Sevioar, but the Ohurch of must not and 
will not abandon the enterprise till the banner of the Cross waves over those wide- 
| spread regions which from time immemorial have been the gloomy habitations of 

| cruelty. 

It appears from a comparison of statistical returns that there are considerably 

fewer Roman Catholics in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland than | 
| there were thirty years ago. There has been, indeed, « large expansion in the 
namber of the Romish clergy and places of worship, convents apd schools, in this 
the hope that peace and prosperity may soon be brought to unhappy Ireland, sad 
that Protestantism may gain, not by the mere diminution of the Roman Catholic 
population, bat by winning its way among them, and bringing them to the light of © 
the Gospel. If any part of our empire needs our most earnest prayers at this 

harvest soon to be gathered in. 
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and we mstiteted no comparison whatever between the efforts of that 
we laid 


tory paragraph to the Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen. We learn that the impres- 
sion has been conveyed to some who are not familiar with the work of these two 
organizations that they are one and the same. We therefore think it needful to say 
at once that they are quite distinct from one another, the Thames Charch Mission 
being very much the older association. We hope to have some fatare opportunity 
of explaining the nature of the work more fally. | 


LITERARY. 
Tax “ issuing of the 
books forming this Library was commenced 
May last. For 
cheap literature, 
circulated by 


last, Over & quarter of million volumes of the series bere been sold, ; 


are the naspery of the Oberch, In them lies the bope the fature. 
As death thins the ranks of the members of the Church, the blanks that are made ought 
to be replenished with those who hare been brought up under Christian teaching and 


_ Many agencies are at work in our day for the welfare of the lambs of the 


4 
37 
P23 on the friendly relations which were maintained between them; the Protestant 
pastors being “friendly the Mission,” and Mr. strongly 
= averse to the mission becoming a separate sect.” We observe the new Parisian 
(24th whieh bear mach more hardly on the Freneh Protestant charches than any- 
‘ thing we quoted from the Times. He says: “ If it [Protestantism] wishes to act on the 
masses, if it wishes to conquer them to the Gospel, it must change ite methods and 
ways of procedure, Without denying the feith or lowering fis standard in the 
least, it must become more modern in its attractions.” The writer, towards the close 
of his letter, expresses the hope that the spirit in which he has allowed himself to 
criticise and blame will not be misunderstood, because he has done nothing but 
| “ translate the thoughts of all those who suffer from the actual state of things, and 
pant with all their soul for an approaching renovation.” Serely if M. Pilatte allows | 
these things to appear in his own journal, he ought not to look on us as unfriendly a 
" for saying « great deal less. Let us assure him again that we cherish no feelings 
but those of esteem and affection for our Protestant brethren in France, and that . 
they have our best wishes for their welfare and prosperity. 
In our article last month on the work done among our seafaring population we 
dwelt more especially on the Thames Charch Mission, but referred im our introdac- 
of threepenny and sixpenny 
e Religious Tract Society in 
| active in providing good and 
“Cheap Reprints” have been 
Library” is to bring valuable 
t works within the reach of slender purses, to issue the works of great 
for the great artisan and working classes, and to meet the needs of boys 
It is gratifying to know that 
as Gilmour's “ Adventares in Mongolis,” the Marquis of Lorne’s 
“Canadian Life and Scenery,” Demans’.“ Life of Latimer,’ Milton’s “ Paradise 
, Regained,” “ Samson Agonistes,” and “ Minor English Poems” are getting into 
: the hands of these readers, The series is printed in clear type on good paper, 
influence. 


their children so deeply as they ought ; and many othere sre at a loss este how 
with 


to 
we would most earnestly recommend a book entitled “ The Childrea for 
the Rev. Andrew Marray (James Nisbet and Oo.) It consists of fifty- 


impressed with the prevailing ignorance of parent, and the results be found to be 
Mr. Murray ic well known by the works on spiritual life be bas 


already, and these 
on the Oonsceration of the Home Life.” 


the “Blessings of the Tribes,” by the’ Rev. Frederick Whitfield, x... 
Viear of St. Mary’s, Hastings (James Nisbet and Co.), we have a series of addresses 
based on the remarkable passages in Genesis and Deuteronomy, the first of which 
contains the blessings pronounced by Jacob on his sons just before his death, while 
the second records the blessings which Moses spoke before the close of his career. 
These passages are sublime and significant in no ordinary degree, and the comparison 
of the blessings of each tribe, as they appear in the words of the aged patriarch and 
in those of the great prophet and law-giver, has furnished much matter for interesting 
comment. The writer, however, does not enter into the field of textaal criticism or 
historical development, but contents himself with the task of drawing lessons of 
practical instruction from the passages under review. The tone of the book is warm 
and devout, and the addresses are not long, aad lightened up with s pretty frequent 
introduction of sacred verre. 


If the consolations and hops of religion are weloome anywhere, they ought to 


Parents 
In 


be so in a hospital for incurables. At the imetitmtion of this nature at West Hill, 


Putney, the Rev. Samuel Minton-Senhouse has been in the habit of ministering ; 
finding, he tells us, a singular attraction in such a field of labour. The little volame 
he has published—“ A Song of Ascents ( Elliot Stock )—consists of thoughts on 


How to arouse the Church of Christ to s 


ing her Lord’s parting words, “Ge ye inte the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature,” waa the subject considered om the evening. of the 19th ult, at a 


of the Secretaries of all the Evangelical foreign Missionary Societies in — 


meeting 
London, and poten, expressing. Shp of by 
strong impression that the tide of missionary interest and effort, 


is 
has since the beginning of this century, is destined to 


reach a much higher level, and that great blessings for the world are in store in the 
immediate future, if the Charch is aroused to consecrate herself for the work. Even 


now there are great openings abroad, and greassearchings of heart athome. ss 


the little ones wham (ied has committed to their charge. 


| 
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| flock. We have Sunday-schools, children's services, and a large literatare especially — ca 
to be. Christian parents, however, de not feel | for j 
| 
t short sacred pieces of verse, some of whieh bear the name of Ellen Minton- 
Senhouse. There is nothing very special to be noticed in the volume, but we can 
believe that the discourses it contains came very close to the hearts of these to whom 
__ they were addressed, and they may be read with profit and comfort by all. 
| THE FUTURE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
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tbe 
look out too mach for the 
and these who heve none 
the churches. The 
thing for the In ew 
ITALY. 
Aw able artiche stands first in « recent | and which hinders the of, 
Liberty.” It is a reply te the question reised | have we learned this ! What pest experience 
| | history beare this out! Do 
I Gad there 
Paul amd Barmabes, Paul and 
Jerusalem and Antioch , Jewish 
Obristians nooJewish ; men 
‘working, if not on sotually 
certainly on parallel ones, In 
Christian activity was at the 
you look at the times nearest 
of tho Obsistion Oburch, you 
Augustine, Gregory the (reat, 
of Constantinople. Chris- 
displayed an 
over some centuries of 
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Oy the PRATER POR HATIONS. 

tet thon as we are 

were mind ond is | of kings 
deeply tooched at wretchednes. How of 
with the Savioar, aad the necessities gy 
miserable men, no matter what may be their hes pat. wee 
the lives of those who are in noble | ia, 
namber | mistakes, each chastisement as 

4 boeause the work expand. thot os 
insufficient in number. The openings on every | to beseech Him to pour Spit an 
hand are perfectly astonishing. Let us, therefore, | to grant unto His ae 
ofthe right aad Uh righ opi, to them they until 

Ae PaaS wher vert ie made the | we must learn to seek more the spirit was 
| of leading to Christ. 
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THE PROVINCES. awp Curron.—The Oommittec 

Numerous reports have already been re {of this Branch write: On the whole, she 

ceived from varivus parts of the country, and | attendance at the efterncon meetings has been 
all show a great deal ef interest ix the cbeery- | geod. Other gatherings were held at the _ 

ance of the Week of Prayer, notwithstanding | Memorial Hall im the evenings, which were 

the severe weather which generally prevailed. the first of the kind, and were well attended 
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